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MINUTES 

SELECT BOARD 
TOWN OF PETERBOROUGH 
Tuesday, October 6, 2020 – 5:00 PM 

1 Grove Street, Peterborough, New Hampshire 
 

Present: Tyler Ward, Bill Taylor, Ed Juengst 
Also Present: Rodney Bartlett, Nicole MacStay, Alison Kreutz, Karen Hatcher 
      

The meeting was broadcast live on the Town’s official Facebook page, Channel 22 (Comcast) and Ustream.  
 
Chair Ward opened the meeting at 5:00 PM  
 
Pre-Disaster Mitigation Grant – Chief Walker 
Chief Walker explained that the Town of Peterborough has a Hazard Mitigation Plan, which is developed to 
identify hazards relevant to the area and determine ways the community can work to mitigate those hazards. 
The plan is required to be updated every five years, and the last plan was approved by FEMA in April of 
2016, so our next update is due in April of 2021. The town would like to hire a consultant to help with the 
process. The previous consultant was Carol Ogilvie, a past town planner. Chief Walker said it was very 
beneficial to have Carol on board as she helped navigate changes to the process, and there are some changes 
this time around as well, so it would be good to have her consult again. The total value of the grant is up to 
$12,000.00, based on community size, and there is a 25% match required. Staff member time can be counted 
towards that match.  
 
Motion: Chair Ward made a motion to accept the terms of the Pre-Disaster Mitigation Grant as presented in 
the amount of $9,000.00 to update the community’s local hazard mitigation plan. Furthermore, the Board 
acknowledges that the total cost of this project will be $12,000.00, in which the town will be responsible for a 
25% match ($3,000.00). Further pertaining to this motion, Town Administrator Rodney Bartlett will be 
authorized to sign all documents related to the grant.   
Vote: Mr. Taylor seconded. All in favor. Motion passed. 
 
Chait Ward thanked Chief Walker for his work on the grant.   
 
Trick or Treating 
Chief Walker said the CDC lists the typical Halloween door-to-door trick-or-treating event as “high-risk”. 
Though individual interactions between those giving out candy and trick-or-treaters wouldn’t last very long, 
there is the potential for a cumulative effect due to the high volume of interaction. Following some lengthy 
conversations, it was determined that a safer alternative event could be arranged. ‘Trunk-or-Treat’ events 
have also been designated higher risk, so the Recreation Department is going to organize a ‘Drive-Thru’ 
event. People will be able to drive through the parking lot at Vose Farm Road (thanks to owner Chub 
Whitten) and, while remaining in the vehicles, kids will be able to collect candy from volunteers in socially 
distanced, creative ways.  
Chief Walker continued that the ConVal School District encompasses nine communities, and has taken 
“extraordinary measures” to provide for social distancing in their education plan. Our elementary school is 
the largest in the district, so it “goes beyond” just keeping individuals safe, and aims to keep the community 
at large safe, as there are so many kids from other communities that interact with the kids in out community.  
Chief Walker stressed that those who still plan on traditional Trick-or-Treating should stick to the 5:00-7:00 
PM timeline for their safety. Residents should not feel obligated to give out candy. The Drive-Thru event is a 
safer alternative to the door-to-door Trick-or-Treating, and a press release with more details will be published 
soon.  
 
Chair Ward said it sounded like a lot of work had gone into the plan, and it seemed like it would be “a lot of 
fun.” 
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Chief Walker added that folks who would like to distribute candy at the event could contact Recreation for a 
sign-up form.  
 
Chair Ward asked Chief Walker for a general update about COVID cases, and mentioned that some of ‘Mask 
Up’ signs around town had been “removed without authorization.”  
 
Chief Walker answered that the signs were replaced by Monadnock Community Hospital. Chief Walker said 
“we have been very fortunate with the numbers” in Peterborough, but Hillsborough county is seeing more of 
an uptick compared to surrounding counties and there has been a resurgence in areas of Massachusetts along 
the New Hampshire border. “Vigilance is important.”  
 
Mr. Juengst asked if the press release for the Halloween event was worded in such a way to discourage door-
to-door Trick or Treating, as “we should be as safe as possible.” 
Chief Walker responded that the press release mentioned that door-to-door Trick or Treating is designated as 
high-risk.  
 
Outdoor Watering Ban 
Chief Walker said there was an outdoor burn ban instated by the Governor last week. The woods and soil in 
the area are “still incredibly dry.” Mr. Bartlett explained that the Utilities Department monitors the level of 
the ground water table, which remained very stable over the spring and summer, but about two weeks ago, 
the static level started to drop and has since dropped about a foot. Though not an emergency at the moment, 
a mandatory outdoor watering ban needs to be issued to reduce the impact on the ground water levels. The 
expectation is that the autumn will continue to be dry.  
 
Chair Ward said this is another reason why the Cold Stone Springs project is so important. Mr. Bartlett 
agreed the added water source would put Peterborough in a much better position to handle drought. 
 
Mr. Bartlett announced that the Utilities staff at the Waste Water Treatment Plant was recently granted an 
award in recognition of their consistent and quality monitoring and maintenance of the waste water treatment 
system.  
 
Motion: Mr. Taylor made a motion to instate a mandatory outdoor watering ban.  
Vote: Mr. Juengst seconded. All in favor. Motion passed.  
  
Proclamation: Purple Heart Town  
Chair Ward explained that the Board was contacted with an inquiry about the potential for Peterborough to 
become a ‘Purple Heart Town.” He continued that many towns around southern New Hampshire are 
becoming Purple Heart Towns and it seemed appropriate that Peterborough take part as well.  
 
Mr. Taylor said, “it seems like the right thing to do.” 
 
Chair Ward read the Purple Heart Proclamation: 
 

WHEREAS, the people of the Town of Peterborough, NH have great admiration and the utmost 
gratitude for all the citizens of our community who have selflessly served in the Armed Forces; and 
 
WHEREAS, citizens of our community have been killed in action while serving in the Armed Forces 
and have been posthumously awarded the Purple Heart for their ultimate sacrifice; and 
 
WHEREAS, citizens of our community have been awarded the Purple Heart for their bodily sacrifice 
of being wounded by the hand of the enemy while engaged in combat; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Purple Heart is the oldest American military decoration and was created as The 
Badge of Military Merit, made of purple cloth in the shape of a heart with the word “Merit” sewn 
upon it, on August 7, 1782 in Newburgh, New York by General George Washington; and 
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WHEREAS, the heritage it represents is sacred to those who know the price paid to wear the Purple 
Heart; and 
 
WHEREAS, August 7th is nationally recognized as Purple Heart Day; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT PROCLAIMED, We the Peterborough Select Board hereby Proclaim 
Peterborough, New Hampshire a Purple Heart Town, honoring the service and sacrifice of those 
from our community who were awarded the Purple Heart while serving in our Nations wars; and 
 
ALSO, BE IT PROCLAIMED, We the Town of Peterborough, New Hampshire will recognize 
August 7th annually as Purple Heart Day, and urge the people and organizations of Peterborough to 
display the American Flag as well as other public expressions of recognition of our Purple Heart 
recipients. 

 
Motion: Mr. Juengst made a motion to accept the Proclamation.  
Vote: Mr. Taylor seconded. All in favor. Motion passed.  
 
Proclamation: Mafalda “Muffie” Boccelli Ames 
Mr. Taylor read the Proclamation:  

WHEREAS, Mafalda “Muffie” Boccelli Ames, the daughter of Italian immigrants, has permanently 
resided in the Town of Peterborough since the day of her birth, September 28, 1925, through 
present day; and 
 
WHEREAS, Mafalda has demonstrated outstanding patriotism as a member of the Auxiliary 
Committee and a volunteer on the Patriotic Committee, calling over 200 veterans each year to 
inform them of events, arrange for transportation, and encourage participation in Memorial Day & 
Veterans Day Parades, in which she proudly and tirelessly participated herself until 89 years of age; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, Mafalda, during her 25 years as a union worker for the Peterborough A&P, brought 
attention to the harmful effects on employee health resulting from the misuse of a toxic chemical 
spray, therefore resulting in an eventual chain-wide ban; and  
 
WHEREAS, Mafalda has contributed to the cultural fabric of Peterborough by serving as a resource 
of historical knowledge, providing detailed family histories to the Monadnock Center for History 
and Culture, and generously donating documents, artifacts, and family memorabilia to the 
Peterborough Town Library and the Monadnock Center for History and Culture; and 
 
WHEREAS, Mafalda has been an active community volunteer and has for decades demonstrated 
commitment to the betterment of Peterborough, the town she has called home her entire life; 
 
NOW, THREFORE, We the members of the Select Board of the Town of Peterborough, do 
hereby proclaim Mafalda “Muffie” Boccelli Ames to be a shining example of citizenship, and 
express our gratitude for the many gifts she has bestowed on our community in her 95 years. 

 
Motion: Chair Ward made a motion to accept the Proclamation.  
Vote: Mr. Juengst seconded. All in favor. Motion passed.  
 
Chair Ward said that during his time on the Heritage Commission he has had the benefit of hearing some of 
Muffie’s stories, and what a “neat life” she has lived.  
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Update on Racial Justice 
Ms. Hatcher explained that earlier this year, the Select Board, Administration, Police and PFR, participated in 
two online community meetings to hear concerns regarding racial justice from members of the community. 
To follow up, there were one-on-one phone interviews with 15 community members for the purpose of 
hearing their ideas and suggestions, which became the basis for next steps. Since then, the Town has formed 
a partnership with the Monadnock Center which will be hosting a multi-part Community Conversation on 
Racial Justice. Thirty-five people have registered, and two sessions have been held so far. The Town is 
represented by Ms. Hatcher, Chief Guinard, Chair Ward, and Mr. Juengst and there have been “really fruitful 
conversations.” The next event is scheduled for October 18th, and the plan is to have small groups meet 
online over the winter, until the weather is nice enough to allow for outdoor meetings again.  
 
She continued that we worked with library staff to promote a community read of the book I’m Still Here: Black 
Dignity in a World Made for Whiteness by Austin Channing Brown, which is taking place this month.  
 
She continued that she met with Chief Walker multiple times to draft a project overview for the “Community 
Crisis Response System” that addresses what the community might need when in a crisis. It is currently in 
progress.  
 
Ms. Hatcher continued that Chief Guinard provided an update regarding a response for the commission’s 
recommendations from the state, and what the training programs will look like. 
 
Ms. Hatcher said the “bottom line is that we have taken the concerns of the community seriously” and are 
continuing to go forward.  
 
Chair Ward thanked Ms. Hatcher and Chief Guinard for their work.  
 
Mr. Juengst expressed his support and appreciation for all the Town has done relating to the issue and said 
“we can learn a lot from this.” 
 
Via Facebook, Zachary Zalman-Green asked if the community will be involved with the hiring process for a 
new officer.  
 
Ms. MacStay said that Mr. Juengst had sat on the Promotions Board as a citizen member, and asked him what 
his experience was. Mr. Juengst responded that it was a good experience, and “all parties asked questions.” 
De-escalation methods were discussed and he felt it was a “very healthy process” He felt it is a good idea to 
have a board involved that includes non-police representation. He said he learned a lot about our current 
officers and two of the applicants, and was very happy to participate.  
 
Ms. MacStay said this will be the process going forward for new officers, and it is a multi-step process 
including background check, written exam and physical exam before they make it to the final selection 
process. She said Chief Guinard would agree it’s “really valuable to have outside input.” She said the hope is 
to have representation from the hospital in the future, as the PD responds to a large number of calls from 
MCH, often dealing with individuals experiencing a mental health crisis.  
 
Ms. Hatcher added that Chief Guinard has been “very open and interested” in having community members 
be involved in the process, and people should reach out to Chief Guinard if they are interested in 
participating. 
 
Drum Contract Extension 
Ms. Hatcher said Drum has been doing Instagram posts for the Town for more than a year. This contract 
extension reduces the number of postings from twelve monthly to eight, and shifts focus to the Peterborough 
Works website. This reduces the cost to $1,200.00 a month, down from $1,350.00, for three months. The 
EDA has recommended approval of the extension.  
 
Motion: Chair Ward made a motion to extend the Drum Contract. 
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Vote: Mr. Taylor seconded. All in favor. Motion carried.  
 
Peterborough Restaurant BINGO  
Peterborough Restaurant BINGO kicks off October 9th, with 11 restaurants participating. “It’s a way to keep 
our restaurant community going” through the colder months. BINGO cards can be picked up at any of the 
participating restaurants including Aesop’s, Beepa & Lulu’s, Thai Café, De Olla Burritos, Harlow’s, Kogetsu, 
Nature’s Green Grocer, Nonie’s, Pancho’s, Post & Beam, and The Waterhouse. Folks who turn in cards with 
a BINGO receive a Peterborough magnet and are entered to win larger prizes every two weeks, like outdoor 
blankets and tote bags. The promotion will run through the end of the year.  
 
Mr. Juengst said he thought it was a great idea and hopes residents will take advantage of the promotion. Mr. 
Taylor agreed.  
 
Ms. Hatcher gave a shout out to Cassie Sullivan of Cooper’s Hill and Katelyn Smith of Nonie’s for their help 
developing the idea.  
 
Board and Committee Appointments 
Chair Ward said the volunteers of this Town are important, and help make the jobs of the Board and staff 
easier. “They’re a great resource for the Town.” 
 
Motion: Chair Ward made a motion to appoint the following: 
Hazard Mitigation Plan Com. 
Alan Zeller 
Seth MacLean 
Tim Herlihy 
Scott Guinard 
Ed Walker 
Fash Farashahi 
Ed Henault 
Danica Melone 
Matt Lundsted 
Jason Tremblay  
 
Recreation Committee  
Roxanne Loudin 
Michelle Rourke (alternate) 
 
 

EDA 
James Kelly  
Andy Peterson 
Megan Suokko 
 
CIP Committee 
Alan Zeller 
Robert Hanson 
James Kelly 
Ed Juengst 
Carl Mabbs-Zeno 
Leandra MacDonald 
Valerie Jenkins 
Leo Smith 
Danica Melone  
 
 

Heritage Committee 
Tina Rapp 
 
Conservation Commission 
John Patterson 
John Kerrick 
Bryn Dumas 
Matt Lundsted 
Jo Anne Carr (alternate) 
 
Agricultural Commission  
Alex Walker 
Mike Lombard 
 
Trustees of the Trust Funds 
John Nieskens

Vote: Mr. Taylor seconded. All in favor. Motion passed. 
 
Chair Ward noted that Corinne Chronopoulos was awarded Library Director of the Year by the New 
Hampshire Library Trustees associated which was “of course, well warranted.” Mr. Taylor said “we’re lucky 
to have her” and it shouldn’t be a surprise to anyone that she won the award.  
 
Review and Approval of Select Board Minutes of September 2nd, 2020 
Motion: Mr. Taylor made a motion to approve the Select Board Meeting Minutes of September 2, 2020.  
Vote: Chair Ward seconded. Motion carried.  
 
Mr. Taylor noted that Ms. Kreutz always did a great job on the minutes, and was also responsible for the 
Weekly Dispatch. Mr. Juengst added the Weekly Dispatch was a great resource, and was really easy to receive 
via the Select Board Mailing List.  
 
Other Business 
Mr. Taylor noted that Seth MacLean and Tim Rose should be commended on the Town’s new 
snowblower/loader, which will be a tremendous improvement over the old snowblower.  
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Chair Ward stressed the importance of submitting absentee ballot requests and absentee ballots as soon as 
possible.  
 
Mr. Juengst volunteered in the Town Clerk’s Office last week to help with absentee ballots, and he said 1,400 
requests had been processed, and the Town Clerk still has requests coming in. He said it’s a very involved 
process, and agreed that people should get their paperwork in as soon as they could: “Get it done and get it 
back” so it can be counted.  
 
Via Facebook, Howard Clark asked if there were any updates on internet infrastructure improvement.  
Ms. MacStay said a meeting was planned for Thursday to go over where the Town currently stands with 
broadband and what the options are for improvement: “It will be coming back around again.” 
 
Mr. Taylor added “there’s no small amount of effort” being put into the issue, and companies are not 
expanding their infrastructure in small towns on their own. The RFP that was sent to 10 companies over the 
summer received only one response, from Comcast. “We’re working on it on a lot of different levels.”  
 
Ms. MacStay added the RFP process was part of the attempt to get some of the CARES money, which was 
not successful. “It’s an incredibly complicated issue,” and has been a topic of discussion for nearly 15 years. 
She acknowledged it’s “absolutely critical” but is lengthy and complex process, and a more detailed update 
will be forthcoming.  
 
Mr. Taylor said approximately 485 homes/businesses in Peterborough don’t have access to adequate internet. 
In several areas, the needed infrastructure just doesn’t exist. Grant money and CARES Act money also look 
at income level, and the relatively high-income level of Peterborough puts us out of the running for some of 
those funds. Major providers see that townspeople in need of increased services might foot the bill for the 
infrastructure, so they have little-to-no incentive to do it on their own.  
 
Regarding other town projects, Chair Ward said that the progress on both the Main Street Bridge and the 
Library has been fascinating to watch.  
 
Motion: Mr. Taylor a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:23 PM.  
Vote:  Mr. Juengst seconded. All in favor. Motion carried. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Alison Kreutz, Administrative Assistant 

 
 
 
 
PETERBOROUGH  

        SELECT BOARD: 
 
 
        ___________________________ 
        Tyler Ward 
 
          
        ___________________________ 
        Bill Taylor 
 
 
        ___________________________ 
        Ed Juengst 
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